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Buckeye Central Parents, Families, and Community Members,

Albeit a very dissimilar opening in comparison to previous years, 
the 2020-2021 school year is off to an excellent beginning thanks 
to the teamwork of staff, students, parents, and our entire school 
community. Your support and assistance have been 
tremendous. The students heightened excitement 
in returning to school is notable in the classroom, 
co-curricular activities, and athletics. Everyone has 
accepted the revised guidelines and settled into the 
new routines on behalf of the students which allow 
education to remain at the forefront. 

BC Facilities Project Progressing Nicely!

As we work to positively and effectively manage the 
challenges of coronavirus topic as it relates to the classrooms and 
school, in general, we are simultaneously handling the preschool, 
STEAM lab, and bus garage facilities project. While COVID-19 wasn’t 
on the radar when the project began in November 2019, I’m happy 
to report that the project is going well understanding that timelines 
have required revisions. Presently, the new kindergarten classrooms 
will be available to begin our preschool program the week of 
October 12. Then, in mid-January 2021 the entire PK-Kindergarten 
Center should be available for occupancy. At this time, we will 

move the preschool students to their designated classrooms and 
relocate kindergarten students to their new classrooms. The STEAM 
Lab and conference room are also scheduled to be completed by 
mid-January 2021. Lastly, the bus garage should be completed no 
later than Thanksgiving break. 

Due to Ohio’s spectator guidelines, our sports contests 
this fall are limited to 15% spectator capacity     . For 
football games, players, marching band members, and 
varsity cheerleaders receive 2 tickets for each home 
game. When playing away, only the players and varsity 
cheerleaders receive 2 tickets. The N-10 Conference 
marching bands are not traveling to away contests 
this fall as we strive to keep all of our students healthy. 
Volleyball players each receive 4 tickets for home and 
away contests. In general, only parents and close 

family members are provided these tickets. While certainly not a 
normal fall season, everyone’s goal is to adhere to the guidelines 
allowing the guidelines allowing the students to experience a season. 
We trust that the guidelines will limit or eliminate any COVID-19 situations 
causing the season to be suspended.  For our ever-faithful BC fans, thanks 
for your understanding. It is our sincere hope that we can get back to 
normalcy as soon as possible. In the meantime, all contests will be live 
streamed on BC High School Athletics Live Streams. The link is available 
on the district website and Facebook. 
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“Hola, I’m Emily Hawk the new Spanish 
teacher at the high school. I’m a recent 
graduate from Kent State University and 
have a passion for learning languages and 
traveling the world. Any extra change 
usually gets saved for a plane ticket. I 
hope to open up this world to my 
students! I studied abroad in Salamanca, 
Spain while in college and have spent an 
extended amount of time in Guanajuato, 
Mexico as well with my fiancé, Octavio. 
Outside of Spanish, I have a passion 
for running! You can usually find me 
running every Sunday with Octavio 
before the start of a new week. I’m excited 
to be a part of this community!”

Hi, I'm Becky Pope. 
I've lived in the area 
now for 20 years with 
my husband Bryan. 
We have 3 daughters 
that go to Buckeye 
Central...a senior, 
sophomore and 8th 
grader. I love 
watching our girls 
participate in their 
school and 4-H 
activities throughout 
the year. I also enjoy 
flower 
gardening and 
crocheting in my 
spare time.

Hello my name is Christin Smith and I am 
excited to be an aide at Buckeye Central 
Elementary this year! I am currently working 
towards a degree for early childhood education 
at OSU Mansfield. Some of my favorite things 
to do are spending time with my family and 
friends, baking and cleaning! 

Hello, My name is Ashley Franklin. I am excited to join 
Buckeye Central as a paraprofessional this school year! I 
am a 2013 graduate of Shelby High School and currently 
working towards my Bachelor’s degree in education. My 
hobbies include raising livestock on my family farm and 
spending time with family and friends. 

Hi there! My name is 
Maranda Blanchard 
and I am one of the new 
preschool teachers. I 
graduated from Bluffton 
University in May and 
am licensed to teach 
Preschool - 5th grade. 
This will be my first 
year teaching and I 
am so grateful for the 
opportunity to be a part 
of the Buckeye Central 
community! Outside of 
the classroom, I love to 
read and spend time with 
my friends and family. I 
also recently got engaged 
and we are in the process 
of renovating a house. I 
love our preschool team 
and am SO excited to start 
up the preschool this fall. 
I can’t wait to meet all of 
our Bitty Bucks!

Hi  my name is Renee Tyrrell and this is my 9th 
year working with preschool children and I am 
excited to be working in the new Buckeye Central 
Preschool.  I received my Associates Degree from 
The Ohio State University in 2012.  I live in Bucyrus 
with my husband Cory, my four Children Haley 
who is 19, twins Emma and Gavin who are both 14 
and Madison who is 11.  We also have two dogs
Ellie and Brutus and a cat named WIllow.  In my 
free time I enjoy going to watch my kids sporting 
events, and spending time camping with my family.  

Welcome
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Hello! My name is Courtney Meyers. This is my fifth-year 
teaching, but my first year at Buckeye Central! I am very 
excited to join the Preschool team as a lead teacher at Bitty 
Bucks Preschool. I am a Seneca East graduate, I received 
my Associate’s degree from Ohio State ATI as well as a dual 
Bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green State University in 
Inclusive Early Childhood. I was previously a 1st grade teacher 
at St. Francis Xavier in Willard. I am a New Washington 
resident with my husband Cody and our son Wrensen. In my 
free time I am a 4H advisor in Seneca County, I enjoy spending 
time with my family, creating crafting projects, and 
spending time at the lake. My family and I also enjoy our yearly 
trips to Walt Disney World and I love all things Disney! I feel so 
fortunate to be wecomed to the New Washington community 
and to have the opportunity to be a part of the Buckeye Central 
School District!

My name is Tom Howell and I a teach Middle School Science and Social Studies. I have been married to my wife 
Nancy for 26 years and we have 3 children:  Mackenzie, Kennedy, and Karson.I graduated from New London High 
School and Bowling Green State University with a degree in Middle School Education.  I come from New London 
schools where I had taught grades 6-8 in the areas of science and social studies for 8 years and served as the Athletic 
Director for the last 5 years. I have been coaching boys’ basketball at some level for the past 25 years. I ran the 5/6 
grade program at New London, coached middle school, freshman, and spent 14 years as the head basketball coach.  I 
have coached MS football, JV baseball, and one season of JV girls’ softball. In my spare time I like to spend time with 
my family, cook, watch sports, attend athletic events of all levels, and keep up with what is going on in the world by 
watching the news.

My name is Kristy West and I have the pleasure of being Buckeye 
Central’s new Middle School Secretary. I’ve been married to my 
husband Shawn for over 20 years and we have 4 amazing children.  
Carter graduates from High School this year and plans to go college 
for Social Work.  Even though you won’t see my oldest at Buckeye 
you will see my other 3 wandering around the building!  Parker is 
currently a freshman, Conner’s in 7th grade and the youngest of the 
group is Sophie who’s now in 5th.  They keep us pretty busy 
between extracurricular activities and everyday life!  We do 
however make sure to get away every year to visit the Outer Banks!  
I am also an avid reader and I do my best reading while floating 
in the pool! I am excited to be able to work alongside Buckeye 
Central’s dedicated staff and I can’t wait to get to know all of the 
wonderful students in this district! 

Hi, my name is Vicki Carr, I 
have my Associate Degree from 
North Central State College.I 
have worked with Preschool 
children for 33 years. I really, 
really like Preschool! My 
husband and I live outside of 
Galion, on a farm.  We have 
three grown children, 
Katelynn, Spencer, and Walker. 
I have no grandchildren yet, 
but I do have grand dogs. I 
enjoy quilting, baking and 
camping. I am so happy to be 
part of the Buckeye Central 
family! Thank-you!

New Staff!
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4 w w w. b u c k e y e - c e n t r a l . o r g   //   4 1 9 . 4 9 2 . 2 8 6 4

High school News and Updates 
Welcome back!  The school year is upon us and it is so refreshing to 
have students in the halls and classrooms again.  As a school, we know 
we are blessed to have a very hard working and respectful student 
body.  It is due to our students, their parents, and our entire high school 
staff that this year has started off on the right foot!Therefore, first and 
most importantly, I would like to extend a sincere thank you to all of our 
families, students and staff members for making this start possible.  

We have shared the School Restart plan with the community and 
students.  In that plan we have outlined the steps we are taking to 
provide our students with the best in person education possible while 
respecting the implications of the virus and keeping students safe.  To 
this point, our students are following the plan and guidelines.  The 
more that our school community is able to follow these guidelines the 
more that we will be able to do.  The hope is to get us to a point of 
normalcy where all students can once again enjoy the traditions we all 
experienced in our school careers.

Although school officially started on Thursday, August 20th, many of our 
students have been hard at work through the summer in many different 
activities.  Our athletes have been hard at work in the weight room 
and in the practice facilities in preparation for the Fall season.  It was a 
welcoming experience for both athletes and coaches as it was the first 
sign that things are returning to normal.

We are welcoming a new teacher to the building this year.  Ms. Emily 
Hawk is our new Spanish teacher.  She is a 2019 graduate of Kent State 
University and we are excited to have her as part of our team!  

This year we are incorporating some new initiatives that will strengthen 
classrooms and help prepare students for the future.  First, in the middle 
school we have two new classes, Maker I and Maker II.  These classes are 
a part of curriculum called Gateway to Technology which will feed into a 
high school curriculum, Project Lead The Way.  Both of these programs 
provide students with experiences that lead them toward a engineering 
career.  However, not all kids need to be engineers, but learning to think 
like an engineer, using the Design Loop, is GOOD for ALL kids.

You will also notice that we are in the process of building a 3,500 square 
foot STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) facility.  This 
facility will house our STEM equipment, which our teaching staff will 
begin incorporating into their classroom lessons when the project is 
completed.  It will also house our Robotics class as well as the “competition 
course” the Robotics team will practice on.  Both of these initiatives are 
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High school News and Updates 

designed to prepare our students for future careers as well as provide 
the skills necessary to be successful in the 21st Century economy.

At Buckeye Central High School we like to think we are an extension of 
the community and quite often the hub of community activities.  We 
welcome you to participate in all of our athletic events either in person 
or via a live stream from our Facebook Live page.  Please consider finding 
a way to participate in the multitude of events at Buckeye Central some 
of which are listed below:

 • Our multiple Fall Athletic events can be found on the Athletics 
page of our website.
 • Buckeye Central High School will host a student speaker, Beacon, 
on Tuesday, September 8th.
 • Homecoming festivities that begin the week of Monday, 
September 14th and culminate in a Covid-19 Homecoming Parade and 
Football game on Friday, September 18th.
 • Parent-teacher conferences on Thursday, October 29th, and 
Thursday, November 5th.

As always, I would like to thank our Board of Education, our community, 
our staff, and most importantly, our students for allowing me the 
privilege of serving as the high school principal.  As the year unfolds 
if you have any questions, concerns, or celebrations you want to share 
please either email, call or stop by the office.  
                                                     
Yours in Education,

Dr. Michael Martin
mmartin@bcbucks.org
419/92-2266 (Office)
419/492-4748 (Office Mobile)
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We cannot forget 
the most important 
attribute we want 
to be known for... 

and that attribute 
is KINDNESS.

Welcome Back! 
Buckeye Central Middle School is up and running despite the COVID-19 
pandemic. Our staff found unique ways (video, newsletter, Voki) to 
welcome students and to make these unusual times seem ordinary.  
Greeting all students when they returned was a brightly colored banner 
elicited by a request from Ms. Frederick, one of our MS English teachers.  It 
read, “Welcome back, BC Students!  We’ve Missed You!”

In preparation for the students’ return, the full district staff also met three 
consecutive days to prepare for the unique needs of this school year.  
Along with discussing how-tos and logistics, they attended training on 
Swivl and iPad recording, Zoom, Schoology, and Google.  This information 
is especially helpful as the teachers work to meet the needs of those 
students who opted for remote learning.

Beth Hiler, our school nurse along with Holly Keller, our social worker also 
created a how-to video for proper hand washing and mask wearing which 
all students viewed on the first day of school.

We do not know what awaits us around the corner, but one thing is certain, 
the BCMS team will be ready to meet any challenge!

On Track for Success Theme
The theme for this year at BCMS is “On Track for Success.”  With the need 
for remote learning last spring, we know that our students most probably 
are not where they need to be regarding mastering the standards.  

We will focus our efforts on what needs to be done to fill these gaps and 
move students forward so that any learning loss will be minimized.

We will see our goal, understand the obstacles, create a positive mental 
picture, clear our minds of self-doubt, embrace each challenge, stay on 
track, and show the world we can do it TOGETHER!

BCMS Team Welcomes Two New Members   
We have a few personnel changes at the middle school for 20-21.  Mr. Tom 
Howell has joined the staff as the 6th grade Science and STEAM teacher 
and Mrs. Kristy West will come on board shortly as our administrative 
assistant.  

Miss McDowell recently moved from the area, and Mrs. Pace accepted the 
administrative assistant position in the Buckeye Central Preschool.  We 

From the Middle School Principal’s Desk
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Super Remote Learners
Since we were unable to host our usual academic awards 
assembly for the final nine weeks in SY 19-20, the middle school 
team decided to award “Super Remote Learner” certificates to 
those students who excelled during the remote learning last 
winter/spring. The teachers distributed the certificates during 
a recent SH/Assist period.  The students were surprised to be 
acknowledged in this way.  

7th and 8th Grade Volleyball Teams Celebrate Strong Start 
to Season
The 7th grade volleyball team is off to a good start after having 
beaten Bucyrus, Colonel Crawford, Wynford, Mohawk, and 
Seneca East.  The 8th grade volleyball team is 4-1 on the season 
after a hard-fought match with Seneca East.Both teams recently 
celebrated their winning ways by ringing the victory bell after 
their Mohawk wins.  Go 
Buckettes! For the thrills 
that they gave us on the 
court Thank you also to 
the 7th and 8th grade 
boys’ basketball teams 
for the many exciting 
moments during a 
hard-fought season!

wish them only the best in their new positions!  Mrs. Pace looks forward to 
serving the district in her new capacity.  Although we are excited for her, 
we will miss her terribly on the second floor!

Mr. Howell graduated from New London High School and earned a 
degree in Middle School education.  He graduated from BowlingGreen 
State University and earned licensure in science and social studies grades 
4-9.  Tom has been married to his wife Nancy for 26 years and they have 
three children--Mackenzie, Kennedy, and Karson.

He has taught grades 6-8 in the areas of science and social studies at New 
London.  He was in the classroom for eight years and served the last five 
years as Athletic Director.
  
Mr. Howell has coached boy’s basketball at some level for the past 25 
years, including the 5/6, middle school, and freshman levels.  He spent 
14 years as the head basketball coach and has coached MS football, JV 
baseball, and one season of JV girl’s softball.  

Tom enjoys spending time with his family, cooking, watching sports, 
attending athletic events at all levels, and keeping up with what is going 
on in the world by watching the news.  

Mrs. Kristy West has begun training to be the middle school administrative 
assistant.  She is a graduate of Wynford High School and Marion Technical 
College with an Associate of Applied Science in Human and Social Service 
Technology.  For the past four years, Kristy has worked at Marion General 
Hospital as a registration associate.

Before that she worked for Turning Point as a prevention coordinator 
educating children about key domestic and dating issues. In addition, Mrs. 
West has spent several years volunteering in classrooms and with church 
committees.  She enjoys being around people and is excited and proud to 
begin working for Buckeye Central. We wish Tom and Kristy well in their 
new positions!  We are so very lucky to have them join our team.

BCHS Students Lend Their Voices
Mrs. Niese has asked a few of the members of the high school choir to 
“lend their voices” to the middle school choir.  Singing through masks and 
socially distancing makes it a bit moredifficult to hear those around you 
and blend your tone with theirs.  The high school students are singing out 
so that their voices can be a stable influence in the classroom.
Thank you to Eva Feasel and Stella Betts for stepping up and showing their 
leadership skills!

MIDDLE continued on page 8
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STEAM PD DAY FOR STAFF
Thank you to all of the presenters during BC’s recent Professional 
Development Day! 

What a wealth of problem-solving information to take into next school 
year with the opening of the STEAM facility.

Internet Safety Presentation
National speaker Jesse Weinberger recently brought her Internet 
safety message to Buckeye Central. In between touches of humor, she 
asked students not to be like sheep and warned them how dangerous 
Snapchat, TikTok, and Roblox can be for them, how livestreaming 
anything (except maybe gaming) is a bad idea, and how online users 
hide behind fake identities more than we realize.
She made it clear that under the Children’s Online Privacy Protection 
Act, social media use for children younger than 13 years of age is illegal.

She surveyed the students about their online habits and shared a 
summary of the information with the staff and the parents/guardians who 
attended a special encore presentation a week later.

In addition to sharing with students how to be proactive, hopefully 
everyone in attendance did a quick inventory of their own online 
habits in order to improve their safety as well as limit the time they 
spend on devices.

CARING ABOUT THEIR WORK 
PAID OFF FOR THE FOLLOWING 

CONSCIENTIOUS STUDENTS: 
Madden Alt, Samantha Auck, Lane Caudill, Tye Craft, Joseph Curry, 
Kaitlyn Dick, Cooper Ebert, Myli Estridge, Dominick Fernandes, 
Dylan Heydinger, Samantha Hiler, Liam Kantzer, Dakota Krohn,  Ella 
Baldwin, Olivia Bishop, Kellen Burger, Ariella Demars, Asher Karl, 
Alexis Pope, Ava Presler, Dakota Schick, Cade Daniel, Jeremiah 
Fishpaw, Clayton Fredritz, Daxton Krohn, Hayden Labombard, 
Presley Milligan, Alec Phillips, Grace Raines, Cierra Schneider, 
Conner West, Corbin

FCS Fashion
Mrs. Laughbaum’s 8th grade Family and Consumer Science students 
show off their recent creations.  Each student designed and sewed 
their aprons.  Nice handiwork, everyone!

Oliver! at Buckeye Central
Although due to the school shutdown, they were unable to fully 
stage their production, the cast’s dress rehearsal was videotaped and 
will be available to the public.

 We “R” BC We are 
RESPONSIBLE

We are 
RESPECTFUL We 

are READY

creo




We Are BC! 9

While at the beginning of each school year I share the importance of 
quality communication, this fall certainly brings the critical nature of 
communications excellence into focus. Our district website (www.
buckeye-central.org) contains up-to-date information and news. We will 
also continue to use the district Facebook page and Twitter account. The 
OneCall Now system will be used for prompt and timely notification in 
conjunction with each of the other outlets. We also encourage you to call 
your child’s school with questions. 

In today’s world and schools’ transparency is paramount. If our schools 
experience COVID-19 situations regarding staff, students, or family, we 
will contact parents as prescribed through the Ohio’s Director’s Order 
for reporting and notification regarding coronavirus cases in K-12 Grade 
Schools. It is our hope that these contacts will be limited due to the 
tremendous teamwork within the BC school community following the 
coronavirus mitigation guidelines, e.g. masks, social distancing, hand 
washing, regular cleaning and sanitizing, and targeted school procedures 
to reduce virus transmission. While no district is exempt from COVID-19, 
we will carefully monitor our schools and follow the district reopening 
plan closely! Please let us know if someone in your family receives a 
positive diagnosis. We will work closely with you and the Crawford County 
Department of Health to carefully follow the proper protocol for the health 
and safety of your student, family, and our entire school community. 

ROBINSON continued from page 1

Parents Right To Know
Buckeye Central Middle and Elementary Schools are 
school-wide Title One buildings. Our staff is committed to 
helping your child develop the academic knowledge and 
critical thinking he/she needs to succeed in school and 
beyond.  That commitment includes making sure that all 
of our teachers and paraprofessionals are highly skilled. 
We are required to meet federal rules related to teacher 
qualifications. These rules allow you to learn more about 
your child’s teacher’s and/or paraprofessional’s training and 
credentials. We are happy to provide this information to 
you.  At any time you may ask the following:
  • whether the teacher met state qualifications and 
certification requirements for the grade level and subject 
he/she is teaching,
  • whether the teacher received an emergency or 

conditional certificate through which state qualifications 
were waived, and
  • what undergraduate or graduate degrees the teacher 
holds, including graduate certificates and additional 
degrees, and major(s) or area(s) of concentration

  Parent involvement is also a critical component to the 
success of our Title One programming. Please plan to 
participate in as many Parent Involvement activities as your 
schedule allows.

  If you have any questions about your child’s assignment 
to a teacher, please contact Principal Millinger in the 
elementary office (419.492.1017) or Principal Daniel in the 
middle school office (419.492.1018). 

For those parents who have chosen remote learning for your child 
(children) this fall, please stay in regular contact with your child’s teachers 
to assure that their work is progressing. The teachers are spending many 
additional hours working to meet the individual needs of all of the 
students. I extend a special thanks to every staff member and parents for 
working together to meet the challenges in education today. As I shared 
above, the results remain positive in these unique times.

Looking ahead, Friday, September 25, is Teacher In-Service Day. There 
is NO SCHOOL for students on this day. The first nine-weeks ends on 
Thursday, October 22. On the following day, Friday, October 23, teachers 
participate in a Staff Professional Development/Records Day. As with 
September 25, there is NO SCHOOL for students on Friday, October 23), 
has shared, “I see us on the other side and better for what we’ve gone 
through together”. While challenging to all of us, I can’t say it better! Let’s 
continue to work as a team and strengthen Buckeye Central on behalf of 
every student! I hope to see all of you soon! 

With Deepest Respect,

Mark
Mark A. Robinson, 
Superintendent
#BC_Pride
#WeR_BC
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did a target game inside using hula hoops and bean bags.  For these 
target games I am looking for them stepping with their opposite foot, 
adjusting their throws, and learning to adapt based on their playing 
area.  The year is off to a TERRIFIC start.  Keep up the good work B.C. 

Art
In the Elementary grades 
this week, the art classes 
learned about origami. 
This is the Japanese art 
of paper folding. The 
students in each class 
folded something for 
their  project. Along with 
learning about folding, 
they also learned to listen 
and follow directions. In Kindergarten they made a fish, 1st graders 
folded a dog, 2nd graders created a whale, 3rd graders folded a crab 
and 4th graders worked on symmetrical designs with their folds.

Music
In music we have been discussing meter.  There is a different feel to 
a meter in four and one in three.  We were also learning how to feel 
the big beat in the measure and identify the meter by listening to the 
song.  The students repeat the below meter chants while also playing 
rhythms stickers to the beat to help them feel each one

Key Boarding
Third grade is once again learning keyboarding skills this year. They 
are reviewing home keys and basic key strokes.  They review these 
skills daily and look forward to their key boarding time. We can see 
them beginning to use the skills they’ve learned in other classroom 
applications!

STEM
In STEM we have been using Botley, a coding robot to move around 
the Move It, Movie It game boards. If you have something like Botley 
at home, (maybe a Code-a-pillar, Sphero, Dash, LEGO robot, etc.), you 
can make the different game boards and code your robot to move 
around the board. If students make mistakes in the plan, they have 
to decide where the error is, fix it, code the robot again correctly and 
then evaluate their progress yet again! It’s a whole mindset we are 
working on to be resilient - keep trying and focus on the task at hand!

Free Little Library
The Second grade team of Mrs. 
Clady, Mrs. Benfer and Mrs. Wilde 
were awarded a grant from the 
Buckeye Central Endowment Fund 
to purchase 2 Free Little Library 
benches during the 2019-2020 
school year. The benches were 
painted by the maintenance staff over the summer and were 
filled with books donated from the Bliss Memorial Public Library 
in Bloomville. The gray wood benches are being placed in Tiro 
and Chatfield to serve the communities that don’t offer a library. 
The books can be borrowed and returned or taken to be kept 
by anyone who wishes. You may donate books to be used in the 
benches by placing them there yourself or dropping them off in 
the Buckeye Central Elementary office.

Physical Education
Currently in Physical Education 
class we are working on 
“target” games.   While the 
older students this week 
are playing bocce ball, we 
adapted the game for the 
younger grades.  Kindergarten, 
1st and 2nd grade are using 
nerf balls to aim at a target ball.  
The person who lands their 
ball closest to the target ball 
wins a point.   Last week they 

Elementary School News and Updates
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Opening of Buckeye central’s preschool
“GRAND OPENING” of Buckeye Central’s Bitty Bucks Preschool!
Though COVID-19 has certainly had a negative impact on the 
preschool start date, we are currently on track to open on October 
12th.  Families can now look forward to outstanding classrooms 
and spaces, dedicated and compassionate staff, and fun-filled 
days of exploration, discovery and learning for children!

COVID-friendly, “Open House” family sessions be held on October 
8th and 9th.  The focus will be on helping children and their 
parents become comfortable with their 
classrooms and teachers.  Additionally, 
teachers will share more information 
about the program and get to know 
everyone a bit better!

Bitty Bucks Preschool Meets Ohio 
Department of Education Licensing 
Requirements

We are pleased to announce that Bitty 
Bucks Preschool has officially met the 
licensing requirements established 
by the Ohio Department of Education 
(ODE).  Lisa Usselman, ODE Education Program Specialist, was 
recently onsite to evaluate many aspects of our preschool program 
including staff credentials and certifications, curriculum, learning 
environment, and health and safety provisions.  Though our Early 
Childhood wing is still under construction, Ms. Usselman could 
see and was extremely impressed with the attention to detail and 
commitment to the needs of young children found throughout 
the facility.

Family Style Dining
Bitty Bucks Preschool is excited to offer “Family Style Dining” 
for children eating breakfast and/or lunch at school.  Children 
and teachers will sit together at tables, serve themselves from 
platters and bowls, pour drinks from small pitchers, and share 
thoughts and discussions as they eat.  Family style dining is 
believed to enhance child development while building self-help 
skills and independence, language and communication skills, 
and supporting social-emotional learning.  As recommended 
by preschool specialists, we plan to “ease in” to children actually 

serving their own food but will promote all other aspects from the 
very beginning!
 • Cooperation and social skills – sharing, passing platters, 
taking turns
 • Language skills – child-inspired conversations and stories
 • Fine motor skills – use of tongs, serving spoons
 • Math skills – one-to-one correspondence, sorting and 
counting tableware
 • Deepens relationships and friendships in a relaxed 

atmosphere

FREE Breakfast and Lunch
Preschool children participating in 
Before School Care will be provided 
with a free breakfast until December 31, 
2020, or until funding for the Seamless 
Option Meal Program is no longer 
available.  Additionally, all children 
attending the full day preschool 
program will receive a free lunch until 
December 31st under this program.

Preschool Program Goals
 • Promote children’s initiative, curiosity and motivation to 
participate in new experiences and challenges.
 • Help develop attention, engagement and persistence while 
involved in developmentally-appropriate activities and tasks.
 • Develop relationships of mutual trust and respect with adults 
and peers.
 • Develop an increased awareness and acceptance of 
individual differences.
 • Encourage each child to care for their own personal needs.
 • Support the child in developing comprehension and 
expression of thoughts, ideas, needs and feelings in order to 
communicate effectively with others.
 • Encourage children’s innate sense of curiosity and 
construction of knowledge.
 • Encourage the development of critical thinking and problem-
solving skills.
 • Strengthen the development of each child’s acquisition of 
gross and fine motor skills. 

Bitty Bucks Preschool 

Grand Opening
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B u c k e y e  C e n t r a l  L O C A L  S C H O O L S
938 South Kibler Street
New Washington, Ohio 44854

b U C K E Y E  c E N T R A L  L O C A L  S C H O O L S
B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N

V I S I T  U S  A T
www.buckeye-central.org

Facebook: @BuckeyeCentralSchools
Twitter: Buckeye_Central@Buckeye_Central

O U R  M I S s i O N :  To nurture, inspire, and empower our 
students to be resilient lifelong learners and successful, 
contributing members of society.

Building a learning community where “BC Pride”  
radiates and “students come FIRST!”

Missy McDougal, President
Beth Diesch, Vice President

Lisa Aichholz
Jerome Heydinger
Chris Martin
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Important DATES
Sept. 25
Oct. 14
Oct. 22
Oct. 23
Nov. 25-27
 
   

Teacher In Service, No Shool
Board of Education Meeting @ 8 p.m.
End of 1st Quarter
Staff PD/Records Day, No School
Thanksgiving Break
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